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The Gods Who Migrate; the Rituals and Local

Society on Naozhou Island

He Xi

For a very long period time in history, those people who live on
the boat along the coast of the sea, the river, or the lake, are called the “Dan” or

“the Nine Surnames Fishing Households ( Jiuxing yuhu )” etc in South
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China. Those labels represent the complicated relationship between who live on
land and on water. This paper tries to reconstruct the social structure of the
Naozhou Island, Zhanjiang from the Qing dynasty, trying to answer the following
questions: how do we understand a society that has scant written records? Can we
understand the process of social divisions by examining the history of the landing of
the boat people?

Danj; Boat People; Local Religion; Naozhou Island
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